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A SELECTED LIST OF BOOKS ON THE 

PRESENT WAR 



By the Members of the Seminar on International 

Relations, Clark University 

Edited by George H. Blakeslee, Professor of History and 

International Relations 

The following list of books has been prepared by the 
Clark University Seminar on International Relations, as a 
result of its recent study of the literature of the war. The 
members of the Seminar have been fortunate in having 
ready access, in the University Library, to one of the 
best war collections in the country; over 3700 volumes are 
already on the shelves, arranged and catalogued in a sepa- 
rate department. It might be added that some 3000 to 
4000 more, from Germany and Austria, are now waiting 
shipment from Holland. 

With such a large number of books already published, 
and others constantly appearing, it is impossible to make a 
selection at the present time which will remain as a per- 
manent list of “best books on the war;” but the following 
may be recommended as at least among the best now avail- 
able for the various aspects of the world conflict. 

The aim has been, not to select merely the popular books 
— although some few of the best of these have been in- 
cluded — nor to stress the picturesque side of the war; but 
to provide for the student of the war, especially for those who 
wish a broad knowledge of its general international rela- 
tions, a list of easily accessible publications which not 
only describe the various fields and departments of the 
fighting, but deal with the great problems of the struggle, 
including its causes and the possibilities of the settlement. 
It is to be regretted, however, that with all the wealth of 
war literature, few if any really satisfactory books have as 

44 
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yet appeared on the war activities of certain of the belliger- 
ent countries; this is true both of Russia and of Turkey. 
It has been the particular aim of the Seminar to make a 
selection which would not only well represent the typical 
viewpoints of both the Entente and the Central Powers, but 
also the various schools of war thought in Great Britain and 
in France. The United States has so recently become a 
belligerent that it has seemed advisable to include no 
works dealing particularly with its part in the conflict. 

The Seminar has had many an interesting evening re- 
viewing and discussing the war literature. As a rule there 
has been substantial agreement as to the merits of the 
various books, but regarding some of them differences of 
opinion arose, so that the inclusion or rejection of a volume 
has occasionally had to be determined by a definite vote. 

The reviews have been signed by the initials of the mem- 
bers who wrote them. 

The Seminar has consisted of the following graduate 
students: John E. Brierly, John W. Field, LeRoy M. Handy, 
Gertrude E. Kneeland, Melvin M. Knight, Ivan E. Mc- 
Dougle, Lily E. Mitchell, Gren O. Pierrel. Mary D. 
Rebboli. David Sage, William F. Slade, Alfred T. Ware, 
Austin L. Whittey, William E. Zeuch. 

The Historical Background 

Bernhardi, General Friedrich von. Germany and 
the Next War. New York, Longmans, Green, 1914, 

288 pp. 

This demand of one of her military men that Germany should 
enter upon a war for a larger share of the dominion of the world 
has been widely read and discussed. His arguments for the right 
and duty to make war, while not convincing to the pacifist, are 
as powerful as the militarist could desire. In view of the great 
war, Bernhardi’s portrayal of Germany’s historical development 
is striking, while his minor prophecies along military lines have 
in large measure been fulfilled. One arrives at an understand- 
ing of the military bureaucratic mind of Germany by reading 
these pages. 

W. F. S. 
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Bourdon, G. IJEnigme allemande. Une enquete chez 
les Allemands. Plon-Nourrit, 1913. (Translation.) 
The German Enigma: Being an Inquiry among Ger- 
mans as to What They Think, What They Want, 
What They Can Do. London, Dent, 1914, 357 pp. 

An important source material for understanding German 
opinion before the war. The author, one of the ablest publicists 
of France, went to Germany in 1912 on behalf of the Figaro to 
find out the attitude of Germany towards France and to esti- 
mate the possibility of war. He had long, and seemingly frank, 
interviews with some of the most distinguished German leaders 
in Government circles and in the various professions. Their 
opinions he has summarized in this book. One phase of the 
Enigma is found in the fact that while Germany was making 
great preparations for a possible war, every representative Ger- 
man consulted proclaimed with evident sincerity “that Germany 
was pacific, that she wished for peace, and that she needed peace 
for her industry and commercial expansion.” 

G. H. B. 

Bulow, Bernhard H. M. K. furst von. Imperial Ger- 
many: with a Foreword by J. W. Headlam. New and 
revised edition. New York, Dodd, 1917, xiv, 335 pp. 

To obtain Germany's explanation of her foreign policy during 
the last forty years, there is probably no better book than Im- 
perial Germany by the former Chancellor of the German Empire. 
The first edition appeared before the war, but the work has recently 
been rewritten and much additional material, bearing upon the 
diplomacy of the present struggle, has been added. Showing the 
part England has played in all European complications that 
affected British supremacy at sea, the author declares that Ger- 
many's real aim has been to obtain a strong fleet, not in order to 
conquer the world, but to maintain her industrial interests and 
uphold her international policy which is based completely on 
power at sea. It was Germany's increasing naval strength, he 
maintains, that aroused England and prepared the way for the 
various international complications of the last few years. The 
latter half of this book considers German domestic policy, and 
hence has little to do with the present war. 

J. E. B. 
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Cramb, J. A. Germany and England . London, Murray, 
1914, 137 pp. 

The author discusses the German “dream of world dominion,” 
which is based in part upon the idea of a crumbling British Em- 
pire. He aims to stress the value of a deeper understanding of 
Germany, its political temper, its history, its literature and its 
outstanding personalities. The book with its criticism of pacifism 
constituted a trumpet call to the people of Great Britain to arm 
for the inevitable conflict. The point of view is similar to that 
of Bernhardi and the argument for militarism is the same as that 
of the German general. Most readers will agree that for clearness 
of thought and expression, restrained eloquence, and broad, his- 
torical knowledge, the book is worthy to be placed among Eng- 
lish classics. 

W. F. S. 

Gibbons, Herbert A. The New Map of Europe ( 1911 - 
191 If ) : The Story of the Recent Diplomatic Crises and 
Wars and of Europe's Present Catastrophe. New York, 
Century, 1914, 412 pp. 

This work fulfills the expectations aroused by the author’s 
earlier book, The Foundations of the Ottoman Empire , in which 
he showed a mastery of the confused politics and diplomacy 
of the Balkans. The volume gives an excellent history of the 
recent international complications, which finally brought about 
the present war. The treatment may be judged from the titles 
of a few of the chapters: Germany in Alsace and Lorraine, the 
Bagdadbahn, Algeciras and Agadir, The Partitioners and their 
Poles, Italia Irredenta, Austria-Hungary and her Southern Slavs, 
Racial Rivalry in Macedonia, and the Wars in the Balkans. Valu- 
able information, also, is given regarding the racial, economic 
and social factors which must be taken into consideration in 
making the new map of Europe. 

A. L. W. 

Guyot, Yves. Les Causes et les Consequences de la Guerre. 
Paris, Alcan, 1916, 422 p. (English edition.) The 
Causes and Consequences of the War. London, Hutch- 
inson, 1916, 360 pp. 

An attempt to deduce the elements that can assure a perma- 
nent peace from a consideration of the historic, economic and 
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diplomatic background of the war. The author’s analysis of the 
factors leading up to the war, is, as one would expect from so 
eminent an economist and statesman, clear and concise. His 
conclusions however, are evidently influenced more by deep- 
seated desire than by valid deductions from his excellent pres- 
entation of historical facts. The political and moral dissolution 
of the German Empire; a division of her colonies between Great 
Britain, France, Belgium and Japan; restoration of Alsace-Lor- 
raine; a large punitive indemnity, are deductions based upon an 
utterly crushed and ruined German people. Guyot may possibly 
reflect the wishes of France. A very interesting and stimulating 
work, but more valuable for its historical than prophetical parts. 

W. E. Z. 

Lichtenberger, Henri. UAllemagne Moderne: Son Evo- 
lution . Paris, E. Flammarion, 1907. (English Edition.) 
Germany and its Evolution in Modern Times. New 
York, Holt, 1913, 440 pp. 

A comprehensive and scholarly review of all the elements that 
entered into the making of the modern German Empire. Written 
as it was, just prior to the outbreak of the Great War, it gives us, 
through the eyes of a Frenchman, a dispassionate presentation 
of the evolution of the whole German people in their economic, 
social, political, religious, philosophical and artistic life, during 
the nineteenth century. The work is written in the spirit of a 
scientific historian. It aims to ascertain and to classify the 
salient factors in the remarkably rapid transformation of a nation 
from a mediaeval, through the competitive or combative, to an 
ultra-modern solidaristic view of life. The author gives us an 
excellent, though unintended German background for the present 
conflict. 

W. E Z. 

Morel, E. D. Morocco in Diplomacy. London, Smith, 
Elder, 1912, 359 pp. 

With the horror of war now stirring the world the question 
constantly arises, could not the present struggle have been avoided? 
E. D. Morel, an English radical, discusses in detail one of the 
international crises which embittered the relations between Ger- 
many and Great Britain and France. In this work, written two 
years before the war, the British and French Foreign offices are 
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flayed in a merciless manner for the part they played in the Mor- 
occan dispute. The author states that throughout the whole 
trouble Germany’s actions were entirely misrepresented, and that 
the British and French people alike were led to the verge of war 
with Germany, not because of alleged deep-rooted antagonism or 
conflicts due to “elemental forces,” but through the intrigues, the 
lack of honest dealing, and the absence of foresight on the part of 
a diplomacy working in the dark and concealed from the nation’s 
gaze. Instead of using Britain’s influence in its true role, that is, to 
facilitate a thorough reconciliation between France and Germany, 
the foreign office made friendships which fettered England’s 
freedom, antagonized Germany, and nearly threw the country 
into an unjust war. Unless the British people should secure sane, 
effective control over their foreign policy, Mr. Morel predicted 
that they would be drawn into wars for no other reason than 
to uphold secret entanglements that would aid them not a particle. 

J. E. B. 

Schmitt, B. E. England and Germany , 1 740-1914 . Prince- 
ton University Press, 1916, 505 pp. 

An explanation of the cause of the present war ably presented 
by a Rhodes scholar, well qualified by extensive study and travels. 
The work really deals with the two countries only from 1848 to 
the present. Within this time the various phases of rivalry 
between them are considered, such as the constant struggle for 
naval supremacy, the fight for world markets, the problems of 
colonial expansion, and the mutual suspicion generated in the 
political arena by the various diplomatic duals of the last few 
years. Along with these the profound differences in national 
temperament, institutions and ideals are considered in their re- 
lation to the rivalry that existed. Finally the author discusses 
the apparent reconciliation of differences between the two powers, 
which, he points out, was ultimately destroyed by the action of 
Germany. 

J. E. B. 

Seymour, Charles. The Diplomatic Background of the 
War . New Haven, Yale University Press, 1916, 311 pp. 

The author takes the period 1870-1914 as the critical time of 
preparation for the present war. When Bismarck brought about 
the union of the German States and dictated terms to France, 
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This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:28:41 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



50 BOOKS ON THE PRESENT WAR 

he secured the hegemony of Europe. William II inherited this 
position, and in attempting to maintain it brought about the 
three crises preceding 1914: the first in 1905, the Morocco affair, 
when he secured the downfall of Delcasse and the humiliation 
of France; the second in 1908, when Austria annexed Bosnia and 
Herzegovina in spite of Russia’s protest; and the third in 1911, 
the Agadir incident, when William was compelled to back down or 
have war when he was unprepared for it. The war of 1914 was 
caused then by the attempt of William II to reassert his prestige 
in European world affairs. Professor Seymour briefly explains 
the formation of the Triple Alliance, and shows that it brought 
about the Triple Entente as a natural measure of defense. 

A. T. W. 



The Outbreak of the War 

Ferrero Guglielmo. Who Wanted the European War? 
Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1915, 39 pp. 

An excellent though brief survey of the diplomatic exchanges 
preceding the outbreak of hostilities, giving the Allied inter- 
pretation by one of Italy’s foremost historians. For one who 
has not the time to read the voluminous international corre- 
spondence on the eve of the war as given in the various “ colored” 
books, this essay will furnish an exceedingly good epitome. In- 
terpretive rather than documentary. 

W. E. Z. 

Headlam, J. W. The History of Twelve Days (July 24 to 
August 4, 1914). London, Unwin, 1915, 412 pp. 

An analysis and explanation in detail of the negotiations and 
events which immediately preceded the outbreak of the war. 
The author has used the narrative form in order to make each 
diplomatic document appear clear in its meaning. The pub- 
lished correspondence of each belligerent country is explained 
thoroughly in its proper setting. Special emphasis is placed upon 
inaccuracies and omissions of the German White Book — the very 
nature of which differs materially from those put forth by the 
other governments. No knowledge of the German correspon- 
dence with Austria-Hungary has apparently ever been permitted 
outside of the military diplomatic zone of the Central Powers. 
Mr. Headlam’s presentation is an invaluable treatise on the out- 
break of the world conflict. 

I. E. McD 
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Scott, James Brown (Editor). Diplomatic Documents 
Relating to the Outbreak of the European War . New 
York, Oxford University Press, 1916, 2 vols. 

Merely a compilation of the diplomatic dispatches of the chief 
belligerent nations in the critical days of 1914. It is very valu- 
able as a work of reference. Volume 1 contains the Austrian- 
Hungarian Red Book (Nos. 1 and 2), Belgian Grey Book (Nos. 
1 and 2); French Yellow Book. Volume 2 has the German 
White Book; the British Blue Book (Nos. 1 and 2); Italian Green 
Book; Russian Orange Book (Nos. 1 and 2) and the Serbian Blue 
Book. 

I. E. McD. 

Stowell, Ellery C. The Diplomacy of the War of 191 4- 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1915, 728 pp. 

In scope, method of treatment and point of view this volume 
is similar to Headlamps History of Twelve Days. The two works 
may profitably be studied together. As an introduction to his 
analysis of the diplomatic documents of July-August, 1914, Sto- 
well gives a forty-page review of the events of the past thirty 
years which led to the present war. The book concludes with 
a hundred and fifty pages of important documents, — treaties, 
speeches by statesmen, and inspired newspaper articles. 

G. H. B. 

Military History 

Battine, Captain Cecil. A Military History of the War; 
From the Declaration of War to the Close of the Cam- 
paign of August , 191 If.. London, Hodder and Stough- 
ton, 307 pp. 

As military correspondent of the Daily Telegraph , the author 
was in Brussels when the Belgian capital capitulated to the Ger- 
mans, after which he followed the retreat of the Anglo-French 
forces. The first two chapters are especially valuable since they 
discuss the strength and equipment of the armies. The third 
chapter deals fully with the plan of campaign, which prepares 
the reader for an intelligent understanding of the strategic move- 
ments clearly set forth in succeeding chapters. The absence of 
diagrams is to be regretted, although the three maps are on a 
large scale and unexcelled. 

W. F. S 



This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:28:41 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



52 BOOKS ON THE PRESENT WAR 

Belloc, Hilaire. The Elements of the Great War. New 
York, Hart’s International Library Co., 1915. Yol. 
1, The First Phase, 377 pp. Vol. 2, The Second 
Phase, The Battle of the Marne, 382 pp. 

The author is a tactician of wide experience in the French artil- 
lery. His books are the most scholarly of any published in English 
which treat of the war from a military point of view. The dis- 
cussion of movements and battles is on the basis of established 
principles of strategy and tactics which are simply stated and 
illustrated with many diagrams. The various factors which 
form a part of strategy are considered with rare balance and good 
judgment. 

W. F. S. 

Reinach, Joseph. La Guerre sur Le Front Occidental . 
Etude Strategique 1914-1915. Paris, Bibliotheque 
Charpentier, 1916, 320 pp. 

The author was requested by the Russian General Staff to give 
them a recital of the war on the western front which would be more 
satisfactory than the brief dispatches and communications which 
had been their sole source of information. The book which is 
the result of this request, is a clear presentation of the course of 
events from the beginning of the war up to the Battle of the Yser. 
Although written for military men, the work is not too scientific 
to be of interest to the general reader. 

W. F. S. 

Simonds, Frank H. The Great War. The First Phase 
(from the Assassination of the Archduke to the Fall 
of Antwerp). New York, Kennerley, 1914, 250 pp. 

Many of the chapters of this book first appeared as editorial 
articles. They represent an effort to explain the meaning of 
recent events which have been previously described only in heavily 
censored news despatches and in laconic official statements from 
prejudiced war offices. The more important episodes of the period 
covered, the first two months of the war, are discussed with frank- 
ness and simplicity; while the military events are sketched in 
broad outline. The twelve maps are unusually clear. The book 
is popular rather than scientific. 

W. F. S. 
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Legal Aspects — National and International 

Baty, T. and Morgan, J. H. War: Its Conduct and 
Legal Results . London, Murray, 1915, 578 pp. 

The authors have discussed in a scholarly manner, yet not too 
technical for popular comprehension, the legal problems arising 
from the war, such as the prerogatives of the crown, the crown and 
treaty obligations, military law, the position of aliens and of 
neutrals and some phases of maritime law, including blockade, 
contraband, and prize-court procedure. They have dealt critically 
with the emergency legislation, the Defense of the Realm Acts, 
the legality of which they seriously question and which they call 
“the most radical example of delegated legislation that this country 
(England) has witnessed The effect of this legislation on the 
ordinary citizen is considered at length. In the chapter on the 
Laws of War on Land, the views of various German military 
writers have been discussed, with frequent quotations from the 
War Book of the German General Staff to show the official 
sanction for ruthlessness. 

M. D. R. 

Dampierre, Jacques, Marquis de. UAllemagne et le 
Droit des Gens. Paris, Berger-Levrault, 1915. (Eng- 
lish edition.) German Imperialism and International 
Law. London, Constable, 1917, 277 pp. 

This book is by an eminent French archivist and is written in 
the vein of a true scholar. While the first part gives an excel- 
lent presentation of German Imperialism, the main portion deals 
with the conduct of Germany in the war in relation to inter- 
national law. The evidence is mostly confined to the diaries of 
German officers which have fallen into the hands of the French. 
An interesting chapter is the one entitled “Violence as an 
Element in German Politics,” which is perhaps the most valu- 
able contribution in this truly scholarly work. The book is one 
of the rare productions of war time chaos that will live for 
many years to come. 

I. E. McD. 
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Grosser Generalstab. Kriegsbrauch im Landkriege. 
Berlin, 1902. Translated with a critical introduction 
under title of The German War Book , by J. H. Morgan. 
London, Murray, 1915, 152 pp. 

This is the official volume of the German General Staff giving 
the usages of war on land. It explains in detail the German 
conception of war which has been revealed by the events of the 
present conflict. The doctrine of “military necessity” is carried to 
the extreme, justifying nearly everything. But most astonishing 
perhaps is the idea of war itself — as found on page 52 — “A war 
conducted with energy cannot be directed merely against the 
combatants of the enemy state and the positions they occupy, 
but it will and must in like manner seek to destroy the total 
intellectual and material resources of the latter. Humanitarian 
claims, such as the protection of men and their goods, can only 
be taken into consideration in so far as the nature and object of 
the war permit.” 

I. E. McD. 

Phillipson, Coleman. International Law and the Great 
War. London, Unwin, 1915, 407 pp. 

For a systematic account from an international law viewpoint 
of most of the questions and incidents that arose in the first seven 
months of the war there is probably no better book than this. 
Considerable attention is devoted to the theories of the law of 
war and of international law as advanced by German writers 
and military men; the practices of the German army in the 
field are described in detail. The author analyses the conduct 
of the belligerents so that it may be considered in relation to the 
provisions laid down by the conventional and customary law 
of nations, thus indicating wherein the established law is observed 
or violated. Mr. Phillipson, an English law writer of some note, 
has naturally presented a point of view uniformly favorable to the 
Allies; but in spite of this the book is of great value to the student 
of international law. 

J. E. B. 



This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:28:41 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



BOOKS ON THE PRESENT WAR 55 

Descriptive and Narrative 

Askew, Alice and Claude. The Stricken Land , Serbia , 
as We Saw It. New York, Dodd, 1916, 363 pp. 

The authors, who are English, went to Serbia in the fall of 
1914 with the primary purpose of writing about the conditions 
in the country but ready also to do relief work, to which, as it 
turned out, they gave a great amount of time. Their trip was 
by way of Salonika and extended as far north as Belgrade. The 
most valuable part of their account is the record of their exper- 
iences with the Serbian Army in its retreat from the northern 
border of Serbia to Scutari and Liesh. The great suffering 
throughout the whole of Serbia is vividly described. The Allies, 
especially England, are sharply criticised for failing to support 
the Serbian forces. The book is a personal narrative rather than 
a comprehensive view of the war in Serbia. 

G. O. P. 

Buswell, Leslie. Ambulance No. 10. Boston, Houghton, 
Mifflin, 1916, 155 pp. 

One of the most interesting problems of the whole war, is the 
reaction of the individuals in the different lines of service to war 
conditions. Americans will be particularly interested in the 
views of one who served in the American Ambulance Corps in the 
early days of the Great War when the drivers were not so well 
protected from the dangers of the battlefield as in the present 
efficient ambulance system. This little volume is made up 
entirely of the letters of one of the drivers to an American friend. 
They were not intended originally for publication and so possess 
all the directness, informality and charm that would be expected 
in the letters of a young man placed in such a new and trying 
position. The simplicity and directness of style enhances the 
realism of the incidents portrayed, some of which are most 
gruesome. One receives from the volume an excellent idea of 
the attitude of the French people, especially the poilu, toward 
the American service, which typifies to them our historic friend- 
ship and the closer unity of our common democratic culture. 

W. E. Z. 
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Doty, Madeleine Zabriskie. Short Rations . New York, 
Century, 1917, 274 pp. 

This is the journal of the author’s experiences as a peace dele- 
gate to the Hague, as a hospital assistant in France and a journalist 
in Germany. It is in the story of her visits to the latter country 
in the summer of 1915 and the fall of 1916 that we find this work 
of real value. She tells of the suffering civilian population whose 
“thin, pallid faces bespeak racked nerves and tortured souls.” 
In the fall of 1916, finding conditions much worse, she questions 
German efficiency and seems convinced that the whole nation 
is starving. It is a sad story but it reveals the horrors of war in 
Germany as no other record of personal experience. 

I. E. McD. 

Gibbs, Philip. The Soul of the War. London, Heineman, 
1915, 362 pp. 

An account by an English newspaper correspondent of the 
early stages of the war, depicting the surprise and apathy of 
the average Englishman at the outbreak of the war, the quiet 
courageousness of the French mobilization, the horrors of the 
Belgian invasion, the misery and degradation of trench warfare, 
the heroic attitude of the French people, and the humor and per- 
sistence of the English “Tommy.” With praise for all that is 
good in all combatants, and condemnation of all that is evil, 
the purpose of the book is “to reveal the soul of war so nakedly 
that it can not be glossed over by the glamour of false sentiment 
and false heroics,” to show that “the Germans have revealed the 
meaning of war, the devilish soul of it in a full and complete way 
with a most ruthless logic,” and “that there will be no hope of 
peace until the peoples of the world recognize their brotherhood 
and refuse to be led to the shambles for mutual massacre.” It is a 
protest against war and its futility and a plea for educating 
people for peace. 

L. E. M. 

Hall, James Norman. Kitchener’s Mob. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1916, 201 pp. 

One of the most readable books on the war. It is a collection 
of a series of articles which appeared in the Atlantic Monthly. 
Perhaps it is of more interest because it was written by an Ameri- 
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can and gives the viewpoint of a foreigner in the trenches in the 
early days of the conflict. From beginning to end it is an un- 
broken narrative of genuine value; the story of soldier life is told 
in straightforward simplicity. 

I. E. McD. 

Hankey, Donald. A Student in Arms . London, Melrose, 
1916, 296 pp. New York, Dutton, 1917, 290 pp. 

A series of articles written by a highly trained university man 
serving at the front, and first printed in the London Spectator, 
These chapters differ from all other accounts that we have from 
soldier-authors in that they are speculative rather than descrip- 
tive. Some of the chapter headings are: An Experimentive 
Democracy; Discipline and Leadership; The Religion of the 
Inarticulate; The Army and the Universities; A Study in Edu- 
cational Values. Perhaps most interesting of all is the gradual 
change in the author's own attitude toward war and his relation 
to his fellow men. Taken as a whole this book is one of the 
most distinctive contributions to the literature of the war. 

I. E. McD. 

Hedin, Sven. With the German Armies in the West . 
Authorized translation from the Swedish, by H. G. de 
Wallerstorff; New York, Lane, 1915, 402 pp. 

These personal recollections from the war theaters of France 
and Belgium are the work of a well-known Swedish explorer and 
author. The book is a narrative of a visit to the German armies 
on the West Front, which was made under the most favorable 
circumstances. The author's personal acquaintance with the 
Kaiser and Crown Prince was sufficient introduction to the 
German staff and the higher officers in command of the field 
forces. The work is valuable for its intimate pen pictures of 
striking personalities, and of war conditions as seen through the 
eyes of a pro-German. In such a book one finds no harsh or 
condemnatory utterances regarding Germany's conduct of the war. 
The text is copiously illustrated by drawings and photographs 
made by the author. 

W. F. S. 
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Huard, Frances Wilson (Baroness Huard). My 
Home in the Field of Honor. New York, Doran, 1916, 
302 pp. 

Baroness Huard is of American birth but as the wife of a 
Frenchman whose estate lies near the eastern front, she gives the 
French viewpoint. In a graphic personal narrative she recounts 
the passing of Belgian refugees, the evacuation of the eastern 
section of France, her experience in caring for refugees in her 
chateau, her flight to southern France before the German army, 
and the return to her chateau which had been looted and defaced 
by the German invaders Valuable chiefly as a clear descrip- 
tion of conditions of the early phase of the war in this section of 
France, and of the reaction of the French people to the situation. 

L. E. M. 

Hunt, Edward Eyre. War Bread: A Personal Narra- 
tive of the War and Relief in Belgium. New York, 
Holt, 1916, 374 pp. 

An interesting account of the organization and work of the 
Commission for Relief in Belgium. Mr. Hunt was the American 
delegate who had charge of the work in the province of Antwerp. 
The first four chapters describe the voyage to Europe, the experi- 
ence of passengers on a ship whose cargo was captured as con- 
traband, the author’s impressions in Berlin, and the bombard- 
ment and fall of Antwerp. The remaining chapters are devoted 
to a description of the organization of the relief work, the methods 
used, the condition of the Belgians under German rule, and their 
general attitude toward the military regime. An appendix deal- 
ing with various social and economic topics gives added value 
to the volume. 

L. E. M. 

Kreisler, Fritz. Four Weeks in The Trenches. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1915, 85 pp. 

A simple well-told story of the author’s brief experience as an 
Austrian officer in the Austro-Russian campaign at the begin- 
ning of the war. Conditions in Vienna, as he found them on 
his way to the front are interestingly described, as is also the 
trench life, with its display, at times, of the humanity, even the 
friendliness, of the soldiers of the opposing forces. Of particular 
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value and interest, however, is the revelation throughout the 
book of the psychological effect of war upon the author’s highly 
developed and sensitive temperament. 

M. D. R. 

LaMotte, Ellen, N. The Backwash of War . New York, 
Putnam, 1916, 186 pp. 

A series of short stories of scenes and incidents “in a French 
military field hospital situated ten kilometers behind the lines in 
Belgium.” The account written by an American nurse, shows 
the unromantic, raw, and ugly side of war life and its warriors, 
human nature divested of the graces of civilization, real men 
without the glamour of heroism, and real war without the tra- 
ditional romance. “A Surgical Triumph,” and “Women and 
Wives,” are the subjects of two of the best chapters. 

L. E. M. 

Low, Sidney J. M. Italy in the War . London, Longmans, 
Green, 1916, 316 pp. 

Mr. Low, who is an English writer of some note and Fellow 
of Kings College, London, made a tour in June and July, 1916, 
of the important sectors of the Italian battle front, and also 
visited the principle industrial centers of Italy. His book em- 
bodies the opinions formed and the information gathered in this 
tour of inspection. It is a real contribution to our limited knowl- 
edge of Italy’s part in the war. The author outlines the history 
of the country, political and military, since August 1914, tracing 
the diplomatic steps in the break-down of the triple alliance. 
He describes the attitude of the Italian people toward the war 
and points out the peculiarities of the war on the Italian front. 
The three best chapters discuss two reasons for Italy’s partici- 
pation in the conflict, viz., her desire for more territory and her 
attempt to unify and strengthen her economic interests. The 
book also gives information in regard to Austria’s part in the 
war. 

G. O. P. 

MacGill, Patrick. The Great Push . London, Herbert 
Jenkins, 1916, 254 pp. 

A narrative of events just prior to, during, and immediately 
subsequent to the Allied drive at Loos in September, 1915. It 
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is a simple and unpretentious yet virile and vivid picture of 
Tommy Atkins (London Irish vanity) in all phases of army life. 
The humor of the men at the front, their ghastly jokes, their 
behavior while at rest in the little French villages back of the 
lines, what they do on the eve of a great drive, what they think 
and say in the face of almost certain death, how they act during 
the charge, what they think of war in general, — all these things 
and many more, are brought out in the course of the story. The 
author shows us war with a directness and a gripping realism that 
is possible only to those who have been through the harrowing 
experiences of the present conflict. 

W. E. Z. 

Morlae, Edward. A Soldier of the Legion . Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1916, 128 pp. 

The thoughts and experiences of an American member of the 
famous Foreign Legion, who saw trench life as it actually was 
and had the talent to picture it in admirable literary form. Ser- 
geant Morlae in relating his thrilling experiences brings the 
reader into close touch with the actual thoughts and feelings of 
the soldier when face to face with the realities of battle. The 
story is graphic from the descriptive, and instructive from the 
psychological point of view. 

A. L. W. 

Palmer, Frederick. My Year of the Great War . New 
York, Dodd, 1915, 464 pp. 

Palmer was the only official representative of the American 
press with the British army in France. He deals especially with 
the human element; and makes himself the spokesman of the 
admirable spirit and imperturbability of the British soldier. 
The chapters on the trenches give little that is new, but those 
on the British navy are specially interesting; one of the best is 
that on Belgium as he saw it under German rule. While his 
sympathies are on the side of the Allies, he avoids blind 
partisanship. Incidentally he gives technical information in 
abundance as he is the most experienced correspondent in the 
field. This is one of the cheeriest books from the trenches. 

L. M. H. 
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Palmer, Frederick. My Second Year of the War . New 
York, Dodd, 1917, 404 pp. 

This volume deals with and covers the war during the year 
of 1916 and is concerned chiefly with the campaigns about Verdun 
and on the Somme. Palmer is said to be “the only accredited 
American correspondent who had freedom of the field in the 
battles of the Somme.” The book is principally a study of 
military events. That does not mean that it is not a very 
human account. It is human and dramatic and full of sympa- 
thy; but it is not emotional. It does not tell how men felt; it 
tells what they did. The book also shows in a purely military 
way, what England has accomplished. 

L. M. H. 

Riou, Gaston. Journal d’un Simple Soldat. Paris, 
Hachette, 1916, 249 pp. (English Edition.) Diary 
of a French Private. London, Unwin, 1916, 315 pp. 

The diary of a French philosopher, wounded in the Battle of 
Dienze, who was taken prisoner and passed eleven months in a 
Bavarian fortress. This fruit of his imprisonment has met 
with extraordinary and well-deserved success in France. 

I. E. McD. 

Swope, Herbert Bayard. Inside the German Empire . 
New York, Century, 1917, 366 pp. 

The story of conditions in Germany, as the author fdund them 
in the latter part of 1916, based on a series of articles written 
for the New York World. As he had been in Germany at the 
beginning of the war, he is able to contrast “ the picture of the 
wild exultations of 1914 with the serious, sombre Germany” of 
his later trip. The book is a valuable addition to the war litera- 
ture because it gives the view of a neutral, trained observer con- 
cerning many matters of great interest — German objectives in 
the war; the spirit of the people; the political, financial and 
industrial conditions of the country; and the German attitude 
towards occupied Belgium and France, towards Poland, towards 
her Allies, Austria and Turkey, and towards America. 

M. D. R. 
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Toland, Edward D. The Aftermath of Battle . New York, 
Macmillan, 1916. 

The diary of a young Princeton graduate who served in one 
of the first war hospitals, and later in the Morgan, Harjes Ambu- 
lance unit in France. The things that happened around him 
are described in all their simple horror without shrinking. 

I. E. McD. 

Turczynowicz, Laura de. When the Prussians came to 
Poland . New York, Putnam, 1916, 281 pp. 

The author, an American woman married to a Polish noble- 
man, gives an account of her personal experiences, chiefly in 
Suwalki, Russian Poland, during the first year of the war. 
Interest in the book is marred by the fact that the reader is 
not allowed to forget the wealth and importance of the Turczy- 
nowicz family. The description of war conditions in Poland, 
however, is excellent enough to enable one to overlook this weak- 
ness. Particularly worthy of praise is the vivid account of the 
German occupation of Suwalki. The unnecessarily cruel treat- 
ment both of civilians and prisoners of war, the seizure of the 
crops and seed supply with the resulting lack of food and employ- 
ment, the enforced labor of even the upper classes, the constant 
fear of German “Kultur,” epidemics of typhus and of cholera — 
all these are pictured and help to give an idea of conditions under 
which the people of Poland are existing or dying. 

M. D. R. 

Controversial: Conflicting National Viewpoints 

Bergson, Henri. The Meaning of the War . London, 
Unwin, 1915, 47 pp. 

Mr. Bergson looks at the war through the lens of his philos- 
ophy and sees in it the conflict between the forced, artificial, 
mechanistic Kultur of Germany and natural culture as represented 
by the Allies. To him Germany stands for the things material, 
the forces arrayed against her, for the things moral; thus 
the world conflict is a struggle between the material and the 
moral forces of the world. The essay is written in the author’s 
usual clear and forceful style and is a commendable attempt to 
interpret or analyze the larger aspects of the struggle. 

W. E. Z. 
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Beyens, Baron. UAllemagne avant la Guerre . Les 
Causes et les Responsabilities. Paris, Van Oest, 1915. 
(translation). Germany before the War. London, Nel- 
son and Sons, 1916, 366 pp. 

The author was Belgian Minister at the Court of Berlin for 
some three years preceding the outbreak of the war. He has 
given a picture of political Germany, as he saw it, devoting 
especial attention to the Kaiser, the Imperial Government, the 
War Party, the Reichstag, public opinion and the German atti- 
tude towards the Moroccan and Balkan questions. The re- 
sponsibility for the war he charges to the Kaiser, the military 
party and a small minority of the intellectual and governing 
castes; the German people, as a whole, formed “a disciplined, 
credulous, and hard-working nation, concerned above all with 
earning its daily bread, pacific for the most part, or rather 
indifferent to foreign affairs, until the day when, on the strength 
of official assurances, it believed itself to be attacked, and in 
peril of losing its work, its national honor, its very existence.” 

G. H. B. 

Bryce, James, Chairman. Report of the Committee on Alleged 
German Outrages. New York, Macmillan, 1915, 61 
pp. Appendix, 296 pp. 

In December, 1914, the Honorable H. H. Asquith appointed 
a committee, with Viscount Bryce as chairman, to collect tod 
consider evidence and documents concerning the alleged German 
outrages. This report is the presentation of some of the evi- 
dence, and a summary of the findings. It contains details of out- 
rages on the civil population in Belgium and France, such as the 
use of civilians as-a screen; accounts of offenses against combat- 
ants, including firing on hospitals and stretcher bearers; extracts 
from diaries and papers of German soldiers; proclamations by 
German Army authorities; some articles of the Hague Conven- 
tion concerning the laws and customs of war; and facsimiles of 
papers found on German soldiers. The report seems to indi- 
cate that the difference between the outrages of this war and 
those of other wars is not so much in the type of offense as in 
the quantity of the outrages, and in the approval by the German 
government of such methods of warfare. 

G. 0. P. 
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Clark University. Problems and Lessons of the War . 
New York, Putnam, 1916, 424 pp. 

This volume contains side by side the opposing views on the 
fundamental issues of the war as presented by twenty-four writers 
of reputation. Three British subjects, one a member of Parlia- 
ment, and three American citizens of German descent and sym- 
pathy — all university professors — are among the contributors. 
Some of the subjects discussed are: The Effect of the War Upon 
Europe, The German Theory of State, The German Theory of 
Militarism, What a German Victory Would Mean, The Effect of 
the War upon Pan American Cooperation, The Economic Posi- 
tion of the United States at the Close of the War, The Extension 
of the Monroe Doctrine, Economic Aspects of the War, and Na- 
tionalism and War. President G. Stanley Hall discusses, in his 
foreword, The Psychology of the Present War. 

Deutschland und der Weltkrieg . Breslau, Kern, 1914, 210 
pp. (translation). Modern Germany in Relation to the 
Great War . By various German writers, translated 
by William Wallace Whitelock. New York, Kenner- 
ley, 1916, 628 pp. 

A series of essays by professors in various German and Austrian 
universities and by government officials, each of whom may be 
considered an authority in the field in which he writes. Con- 
siderable space is given to an account of Germany’s position in 
the world, in its various phases — historical, economic, military, 
scientific, industrial, social and cultural, with a much briefer 
description of that of her allies, Austria and Turkey. The 
“policy of force” of her enemies — England, France, Russia, 
Belgium and Serbia, is then discussed; this is followed by an 
analysis of the causes of the war. The final chapters are devoted 
to a presentation of the German idea of Kultur, of the relation of 
war to international law, and of the meaning of war. As a 
whole, the work is exceedingly valuable for its scholarly expres- 
sion of the German point of view, and most thought-provok- 
ing, even to those who disagree. 

M. D. R. 
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Eastman, Max. Understanding Germany. New York, 
Kennerley, 1916, 169 pp. 

Max Easton, formerly of the faculty of philosophy and psy- 
chology at Columbia University, now editor of The Masses , 
writes this stimulating book with the equipment of a psychologist 
rather than that of a student of politics or history. Many of 
the articles are reprinted from The Masses land some from Har- 
pers Weekly and the Forum. The author attempts to explain 
some of the phenomena which have characterized this war. He 
devotes the first part of the book to a study of the anti-German 
hate and kindred subjects; the second, to a treatise on patriotism 
and a discussion of the way to end war. The last chapters deal 
with the psychology of the war. The book aims to correct the 
feeling that the Central Powers are entirely wrong and the Allies 
entirely right. 

G. 0. P. 

Franke, Kuno. The German Spirit. New York, Holt, 

1916, 132 pp. 

A scholarly book composed of three papers that together 
present a view of contemporary Germany which is intended to 
help Americans better understand the sources of German great- 
ness, and why German achievemeni/s have so often failed to 
appeal to America. In The German Spirit the author sets forth 
the view that the Germany of today is not a perversion of a for- 
mer and better type, but “is a normal and splendid outgrowth of 
national ideals that have been at work for more than a century; 
the ideal of training the will, of stimulating energy, and of culti- 
vating the soul;” and the reason why German literature does not 
appeal to America is because the national traits exhibited in 
this source are diametrically opposed to the American standards. 
Hence, more extended study of German literature in America is 
urged, if the two nations are to understand one another. 

J. E. B. 

Great Britain: Foreign Office . Treatment of Armenians in 
the Ottoman Empire , 1915-16 . Documents presented 
to Viscount Grey by Viscount Bryce. Edited by 
A. J. Toynbee, London, 1916, 684 pp. 

An important collection of source material. This Government 
publication contains, as Viscount Bryce states, “all the evidence 



THE JOURNAL OP RACE DEVELOPMENT, VOL. 8, NO. 1, 1917 



This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:28:41 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



66 



BOOKS ON THE PRESENT WAR 



that could be obtained up to July, 1916, as to the massacres and 
deportations of the Armenian and other Eastern Christians.” 
The documents are in large part statements of eye-witnesses, 
many of them American missionaries. The editor has contrib- 
uted a valuable sixty-page history of Armenia with a summary 
of the evidence as to the massacres. He estimates that of some 
1,800,000 Armenians living in Turkey at the outbreak of the 
war, 600,000 have been massacred or have died from exposure and 
ill treatment, and another 600,000 have been driven from their 
homes. The volume has been published, it is stated, “primarily 
as a contribution to history, but partly also for the purpose of 
enabling the civilized nations of Europe to comprehend the 
problems which will arise at the end of this war, when it will be 
necessary to provide for the future government of what are now 
the Turkish dominions.” 

G. H. B. 

Massart, Jean. Belgians under the German Eagle . Lon- 
don, Unwin, 1916, 368 pp. 

The author writes, as a Belgian, against the German adminis- 
tration of Belgian affairs. He testifies as a witness to many 
occurrences related, but he depends largely, for his sources of 
proof, upon local newspapers, German papers and official bulle- 
tins or orders issued by those in authority at various points. 
He quotes the various Hague Conventions, and under each gives 
his evidence to prove that the Germans have violated its pro- 
visions in dealing with the Belgians. His chapter on franc tireurs 
is of most interest and value. 

A. T. W. 

Meyer, Edward. England: seine staatliche u. politische 
entwicklung u. der krieg gegen Deutschland . Stuttgard 
u. Berlin, Cotta., 1915, 213 pp. (Translation) England: 
Its Political Organization and Development and the 
War Against Germany . Boston, Ritter, 1916, 328 pp. 

Important as a reliable expression of German opinion and 
sentiment regarding the war and the outlook for the future. 
The author is one of the best-known members of the faculty of 
the University of Berlin, and was at one time Exchange Professor 
at Harvard. The work was written for German readers. Since 
England is generally regarded throughout Germany as guilty of 
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planning and precipitating the world war, its development as a 
state is traced and the dominant characteristics of its people 
described. The war itself is termed “a struggle to the death 
between England and Germany, fought out on French and Rus- 
sian soil.” The hostility of the United States is charged to 
our opposition to Germany’s economic development and our 
dislike of its political institutions, especially of “militarism.” The 
future offers little of hope; “a series of long and sanguinary wars,” 
the author says, “will mark the century upon which we have 
but just entered, unless, indeed, Germany should bear off a 
decisive victory now .... The era of internationalism 
is past and will never return.” 

G. H. B. 

Oliver, Frederick S. Ordeal by Battle . London, Mac- 
millan, 1915, 437 pp. 

The chief value of this work is that it gives probably the best 
and most complete presentation of the British case against 
Germany which has yet appeared. In addition the author makes 
a plea for strong British armaments and universal military service. 
“Policy,” he says “depends on armaments and armaments 
on policy.” England’s aim was to maintain what she possessed. 
This conflicted with Germany’s desire for expansion, hence conflict 
was inevitable unless the British policy could be backed by arms. 
A powerful British army, or a morally and materially prepared 
England, the author implies, was the best guarantee for Euro- 
pean peace; for diplomacy today depends more than ever on 
armaments. England’s domestic policy before the war, which 
emphasized social and constitutional reforms to the detriment of 
military preparedness, was one of the causes of the war. 

J. E. B. 

Powers, Harry H. Things Men Fight For with Some 
Applications to present Conditions in Europe . New 
York, Macmillan, 1916, 382 pp. 

The thesis of the opening chapters of Mr. Power’s book is 
that nationalism, or national patriotism, has caused the wars 
fought during the last few decades. The first two chapters discuss 
the tangible and intangible things men fight for: in one case, 
independence, territory and commerce; in the other, race unity, 
nationality, civilization and peace. The author then outlines 
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the diplomatic and economic history, since 1870, of the coun- 
tries now at war and shows how the present conflict was inevi- 
table. He holds England and Germany especially responsible 
for the war. He believes there will be several other great wars 
after this one, — that a permanent peace will come only after the 
small countries of the world have been amalgamated into a few 
world powers. As a remedy for war, the closing chapters argue 
for a division among these few great powers of the strategic points 
on the earth’s surface. An alliance between England and 
America is hinted at as one of the new international combi- 
nations which would form a part of the world federation. Al- 
though Mr. Powers underestimates world commerce as a factor 
in causing the war and overlooks the place of small countries in 
the settlement, he has made a real contribution to the discussion 
of the controversial aspects of the war. 

G. O. P. 

Reventlow, Graf Ernst zu. Der Vampir des Festlands 
— eine Darstellung der englischen Politik nach ihren 
Triebkrdften Mitteln und Wirkungen . Berlin, Mittler 
und Solin, 1915. 185 pp. Brief English translation 

under title, The Vampire of the Continent . New 

York, Jackson Press, 1917. 225 pp. 

This war product comes from the hand of one of the most 
prominent pan-Germanists, the editor of the Berliner Tageblatt. 
The original German edition is a most extreme anti-British inter- 
pretation of history from the time of the Spanish Armada to the 
present. England is pictured as the “ vampire” of civilization. 
The brief American edition suffers materially in being translated 
by a violently anti-British Irishman who has no hesitancy in 
unfurling the “green Flag of Erin in the whirlwind alongside of 
the Black, White and Red.” 

I. E. McD. 

Visscher, Charles de. La Belgique et les Juristes Al - 
lemands. Lausanne and Paris, Payot, 1916, 134 pp. 
(English Edition.) Belgium’s Case: a Juridical En- 
quiry . London and New York, Hodder and Stough- 
ton, 1916, 164 pp. 

For an able presentation in all its aspects of one of the most 
prominent topics in the present war, the violation of Belgium’s 
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neutrality, this work of Dr. Visscher, Professor of Law in the 
University of Ghent, is to be recommended. Germans have 
defended their action upon the ground both of Notwehr, self- 
defense, and Notrecht, right which necessity may induce; that is, 
self-defense against an alleged imminent invasion of Belgium by 
France, and necessity founded upon strategic military reasons. 
The author shows that there was no satisfactory evidence to 
justify the first claim, while the second, which affects the independ- 
ence and sovereignty of states, has no place in international law. 
When the first German plea failed to impress the world a later 
justification was attempted by German juridical writers, that the 
treaty of neutralization was not binding, for the German Em- 
pire had not succeeded to the obligations undertaken by Prussia 
in 1839; and that, in any case, Belgium itself had violated the 
treaty. The author carefully refutes these arguments. This 
defense of Belgium is scholarly, clear and convincing. 

J. E. B. 

Walling, William English. The Socialists and the War . 
New York, Holt, 1915, 512 pp. 

When the war crisis arose in Europe all students of inter- 
national problems asked what the Socialists were doing to coun- 
teract the war spirit and what action they were taking to con- 
trol or avert the conflict. Mr. Walling has attempted to answer 
this question by giving an outline of the historic position of the 
party on war, their proposed methods of meeting a war crisis, 
what they actually did when the outbreak came, and how they 
look upon the war problem now that they are involved. The 
book is a very good compilation of Socialist anti-war principles 
and opinion. It is a well organized digest with the materials 
so classified as to be most accessible for reference. 

W. E. Z. 

Wells, Herbert George. Mr. Britling Sees it Through . 
New York, Macmillan, 1916, 443 pp. 

This much talked-of book is weak as a love story, tiresome for 
its harangues, and during the first half of its pages, of little value 
as a war-book proper. But when the reader begins to under- 
stand that the writer's object is to picture in Matchings Easy a 
typical English community, and in Mr. Britling the average 
middle-class Englishman, he reads the book with wonder and 



This content downloaded from 74.217.200.195 on Fri, 01 Aug 2014 01:28:41 UTC 

All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 



70 



BOOKS ON THE PRESENT WAR 



interest ; with wonder that England should have been so blind and 
so slow to awake to the serious business of the war, and interest 
to see how he should see it through. The complete change of 
point of view, the social and moral revolution wrought in Mr. 
Britling through the death of Hugh and Heinrich in battle, if a 
fair statement of the change in England generally, marks the 
beginning of a new old England. He accepts his sorrow with 
resignation because he comes to feel that God suffers and sacri- 
fices and strives to build a better world in which the ideal of 
peace among men will eventually be realized. 

A. T. W. 

The Psychology of the War 

The following short list has been recommended by Presi- 
dent G. Stanley Hall. 

Bow, Le Gustave. Enseignements psychologiques de 
la guerre europeeune. Paris, Flammarion, 1915, 364 pp. 

. (Translation.) The Psychology of the Great War. 

Tr. by E. Andrews, London, Unwin, 1916, 480 pp. 
Campbell, A. J. The War and the Soul. London, Chap- 
man and Hall, 1916, 277 pp. 

Crile, G. W. A Mechanistic View of War and Peace. 

New York, Macmillan, 1916, 104 pp. 

Conway, Martin. The Crowd in Peace and War. Lon- 
don, Longmans, Green, 1915, 332 pp. 

Mitchell, P. C. Evolution and the War. London, Mur- 
ray, 1915, 114 pp. 

Trotter, W. Instincts of the Herd in Peace and War. 

London, Unwin, 1916, 213 pages. 

Machen, Arthur. The Bowmen and other Legends of the 
War. London, Putnam, 1915, 77 pp. 

War as a World Problem 

Angell, Norman. The Great Illusion: A Study of the 
Relation of Military Power in Nations to their Economic 
and Social Advantage. London, Heinemann, 1911, 
332 pp. 

A list of books on war as a world problem would be incomplete 
without Angell’s Great Illusion. First appearing in 1909 this 
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work, so startling in its point of view, brought forth more com- 
ment and created more discussion than perhaps any other like 
book for a century. As a result of its unexpectedly popular re- 
ception it has run through many editions and has been enlarged by 
the insertion of additional arguments in answer to the many chal- 
lenges made by its critics. Treating his problem from the social, 
political and economic aspects Mr. Angell aims to prove that the 
world is under a “Great Illusion” in believing the generally ac- 
cepted theory that “military and political power gives a nation 
commerical and social advantages.” 

A. L. W. 

Ellis, Havelock. Essays in Wartime . London, Con- 
stable, 1916, 247 pp. 

The writer is the well-known English sociologist who has made 
authoritative studies on various ‘population’ problems. In this 
collection of 18 essays, only the first six deal with the subject of 
war; they treat of its sociological aspects and particularly of its 
influence on future generations. “War and Eugenics” is the 
most valuable contribution of the group, stressing the great 
danger to the race in the war’s drain on the more virile types of 
selected men. “Evolution and War,” “War and the Birth-rate,” 
and “War and Democracy” are some of the other topics discussed. 

L. E. M. 

Howe, Frederic C. Why War. New York, Scribner, 
1916, 365 pp. 

An exceedingly interesting and stimulating interpretation of 
the causes of war. According to the author present-day wars are 
economic — the result of surplus capital, with the foreign office 
behind it, seeking privileges in foreign lands. To substantiate 
his position, he has outlined the record of “British penetra- 
tion into Egypt and Africa; of French aggressions in Algeria, 
Tunis, and Morocco; of the partition of Persia by Russia and 
England; of German relations with Turkey; of the intrigues, 
and bad faith of the powers toward the Balkan States, China, 
Persia and Morocco; of the struggle of the powers over the 
building of the Bagdad Railway; of the intimacy of the munition- 
makers and financiers with their respective governments and 
foreign offices; of the diplomatic moves of the chancelleries of 
Europe during the last quarter of a century.” Later chapters 
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are devoted to a portrayal of the dangers to the Unites States 
from the pursuit of a similar policy, and to a discussion of the 
possibilities of a lasting universal peace. 

M. D. R. 

Key, Ellen K. S. War , Peace and the Future . New York, 
Putnam, 1916, 271 pp. Translated by Hildegard 
Norberg. 

“ A consideration of nationalism and internationalism, and of 
the relation of women to wars” is the subtitle of this book. A 
large part of the work discusses woman’s relation to the war, 
her political responsibility, her work during the war, and her 
work for peace. The author discusses the effect of the war on 
woman's mind and how far she will be changed by it, and the 
effect on the rising generation. Ellen Key maintains that war 
can be prevented. Education, the press, diplomacy and states- 
manship are forces which must be coordinated in the interests 
of peace and the elimination of war. Her book is an economic 
study with a dominant tone of optimism, and a clear faith in 
the future, but there is no failure to perceive existing evils and 
deficiencies. 

L. M. H. 

Kiehbiel, Edward. Nationalism , War and Society ; 
A Study of Nationalism and its Concomitant , War, in 
Their Relation to Civilization ; and of the Fundamentals 
and the Progress of the Opposition to War. New York, 
Macmillan, 1916, xxxv, 276 pp. 

The author has made a valuable contribution to the study of 
war as a world problem. He has brought together in conven- 
ient form summaries of the various viewpoints on nationalism 
and war and presented them carefully and impartially. He has 
grouped his subject matter under three headings. Part I deals 
with the character, fallacies and faults of present-day Nation- 
alism; Part II treats of “Modern Political and Social Changes 
and Their Reaction on National Rivalries;” and Part III describes 
“Forces, which Seek to Overcome the Faults of Nationalism and 
Establish an Order of Things in Agreement with the Evolution 
of Society.” An especially valuable feature of the work is a 
large and carefully selected bibliography. 

A. L. W. 
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Litpmann, Walter. The Stakes of Diplomacy . New 
York, Holt, 1915, 235 pp. 

Starting with the premise that the unexploited and illgoverned 
backward areas of the world are the bones of contention at the 
basis of all modern wars between the great industrial powers, 
Lippmann considers the problem of possible adjustment of these 
economic conflicts and the question of the probability of a per- 
manent peace. He arrives after a survey of war’s allied phen- 
nomena, at the conclusion that some sort of an internationaliza- 
tion of backward areas is a possible solution of the modern wars 
for economic and political imperialism. The author’s usual 
cogent, incisive style is maintained throughout the work. A 
positive contribution to the war problem. 

W. E. Z. 

Mahan, A. T. Armaments and Arbitration; or the Place of 
Force in the International Relations of States . New 

York, Harper, 1912, 259 pp. 

A plea for the retention of war as a permanent factor in inter- 
national relations. The author states that his purpose in writing 
the book was, “to present the arguments, too frequently ignored, 
that neither arbitration in a general sense, nor arbitration in the 
more specific form of judicial decision based upon a code of law, 
can always take the place, either practically or beneficially, of 
the processes and results obtained by the free play of natural 
forces. Of these forces national efficiency is a chief element; 
and armament, being the representative of the national strength, 
is the exponent.” He summarizes his introduction by stating, 
“All that European civilization has to depend upon for its su- 
premacy is its energy, of which international competition and 
armament are not only expressions, but essential elements — 
factors. When these fail and fall the end will be at hand.” The 
chapter entitled, “The Great Illusion” is a direct reply to the 
argument of Norman Angell. 

G. H. B. 

Holland, Romain. Au-dessus de la melee . Paris, Ollen- 
dorff, 1915, 163 pp. (English Edition) Above the 
Battle . Translation by C. K. Odgen, M. A., ed. of the 
Cambridge Magazine . Unwin, London, 1916, 194 pp. 

A collection of open letters written by the recipient of the 
Nobel Prize of 1915 for the greatest work of idealistic literature. 
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A firm believer in internationalism, he refuses to hate, and as a 
result he has been bitterly hated by the French, his own country- 
men, In spite of his uncompromising indictment of German 
militarism, and unstinted praise of the noblest French traditions, 
he is despised by his compatriots as he works in Geneva for the 
“agence intemationale des prisonniers de guerre.” His mission, 
as he conceives it, is to protect France and Germany from the 
hallucinations, injustices, and follies of thought which war lets 
loose. The reader will enjoy the lucidity of his style and be im- 
pressed with his point of view. 

W. F. S. 

Russell, Bertrand. Why Men Fight . New York, 
Century, 1917, 272 pp. 

Although this volume was inspired by the Great War, the 
author discusses the present struggle only as a point of departure. 
After treating briefly what he calls “the springs of human ac- 
tion,” Mr. Russell indicates the lines along which the evolution 
of society should proceed. This he attempts to do by subjecting 
the institutions of our modern social life, the state, property, war, 
education, marriage, religion and the churches, to a critical anal- 
ysis. He brings to the task his philosophical attitude and keen 
mind and the result is a series of thought-provoking conclusions. 
He shatters many of our cherished institutions and in his elo- 
quent and suggestive way shows the glaring defects and inconsist- 
encies of our modern world. A book for social thinkers, ethical 
leaders and statesmen, primarily, but one from which the average 
citizen as well, can derive much of profit. 

W. E. Z. 

The Peace Settlement and the Future 

Bullard, Arthur. The Diplomacy of the Great War . 
New York, Macmillan, 1916, 344 pp. 

A delightfully written book, whose vein of recurring humor 
makes the study of diplomacy a pleasure, even in the hot days of a 
summer vacation. The first part of the volume, entitled, The 
Struggle of a Generation, traces the history of the international 
rivalry, misunderstanding, and struggle for increased trade, 
territory and prestige, which finally led, in natural course, to the 
catastrophe of 1914. The author shows a sympathetic apprecia- 
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tion of the view-points of the various nations. The latter part of 
the work deals with the problems of world settlement, especially 
w th colonies, foreign markets, the rights of nations, the demands 
of the Entente, the fate of Turkey, and the growth of public opinion 
and its coming control in foreign affairs. The volume concludes 
with a short discussion of the attitude and policy of the United 
States in the war. 

G. H. B. 

Cosmos. The Basis of Durable Peace. New York, Scrib- 
ner, 1917, 144 pp. 

A series of articles contributed to the New York Times , “from 
a source” the editors state “the competence and authority of 
which would be recognized in both hemispheres.” The specific 
terms of settlement suggested include, the restoration of Belgium 
and Servia with indemnities; the cession of Alsace-Lorraine to 
France, and of the Dardanelles and the Bosporus to Russia; the 
granting of autonomy to Ireland, Poland, and the South Slavic 
peoples; and the organization of the Balkan states on the basis 
of nationality under an international guarantee.” “It is true,” the 
author states, “that Prussian militarism must be wholly and 
finally destroyed before the peace of the world will be really 
secure, but inasmuch as it can only be wholly and finally de- 
stroyed by the German people themselves, the war need not be 
continued until that end is accomplished.” A desirable peace 
also demands “the general adoption of the open door policy in 
foreign trade,” and “a union of states to secure peace.” 

G. H. B. 

Dickinson, G. Lowes. The European Anarchy . London, 
Unwin, 1916, 153 pp. 

European anarchy is the real cause of European wars — this 
is Mr. Dickinson's thesis; and he has expressed it with the intel- 
lectual clearness and the literary charm which is characteristic 
of the English University scholar. The present war, as well as 
other wars of modern history, have been due, not so much to the 
wickedness of some one state, or group of states, as to the lack of 
an international organization. All of the great powers have been 
ambitious and aggressive, and the only means of controlling their 
conflicting policies or settling their bitter rivalries, has been a 
resort to arms. To establish his thesis, Mr. Dickinson makes a 
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survey of the international diplomacy of the past half century, 
with especial emphasis upon the recent aims and purposes of 
Germany. If he is correct in his analysis, the remedy for war 
lies in perfecting an international organization. “Whatever be 
the issue of this war,” he says, “one thing is certain: it will bring 
no lasting peace to Europe unless it brings a radical change both 
in the spirit and in the organization of international politics. . . 

. . The States of Europe and the world will be unable to main- 
tain the peace, even though all of them should wish to maintain it, 
unless they will construct some kind of machinery for settling 
their disputes and organizing their common purposes, and will 
back that machinery by force.” The work makes a strong 
intellectual appeal for the organization of a league or concert of 
nations. 

G. H. B. 

Dominian, Leon. The Frontiers of Language and Nation- 
ality in Europe . New York, Holt, 1917, 375 pp. 

One studying the problems of territorial readjustment to arise 
at the close of the war will find this work of especial value. It 
gives a scholarly and exhaustive discussion of the various 
language-areas, especially of those in the border lands between 
various states. Language the author regards as the best general 
test of nationality, although he admits that there are occasional 
exceptions to this rule, as in the case of Alsace and Switzerland. 
In general, he believes the new map of Europe should follow 
frontiers of language; these he traces in detail. Other factors, 
however, necessary to be considered in the world settlement, 
are given some attention, — religion, national sentiment and 
culture, and economic interests. The volume might well be 
supplemented by others which lay greater stress upon economic, 
strategic and political factors. G. H. B. 

Headlam, J. W. The Issue . Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 
1917, 159 pp. 

A presentation of a commonly-held Entente viewpoint. “Men 
talk much of the terms of peace;” says the author, “it is not 
the terms of peace which are important, what is important is 
victory. . . . with a Germany defeated no artificial security 

will be wanted, for there will be a stronger security in the con- 
sciousness of defeat.” The book summarizes the evidence to 
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show that Germany’s peace terms include territorial conquests 
and the creation of a Central Europe under German domination. 

G. H. B. 

Hobson, J. A. Towards International Government. Lon- 
don, Unwin, 1915, 216 pp. 

One of England’s foremost economists presents a scholarly, 
clear-cut analysis of the problems involved in creating a league 
of nations. Lasting peace will not be secured, the author says, 
merely by “crushing German militarism. . . . Clearly, it is 

not German militarism alone, but militarism in general that 
must be broken.” But it will not be broken “unless the peoples 
which are so vitally concerned are able to mobilize their powers 
of clear thought, sane feeling, and good will in carefully consid- 
ered plans for a co-operative policy of nations.” Especially 
interesting is the chapter entitled, “International Government 
in relation to Problems of Nationality and Problems of Economic 
Opportunity.” G. H. B. 

Naum ann, Frederich. 1. Mitteleuropa . Berlin, Reimer, 
1915, 299 pp. (English Edition.) Central Europe , 
with an introduction by Prof. W. J. Ashley, of the 
University of Birmingham. Translated by Christabel 
M. Meredith, London, King, 1916, 345 pp. 

The author is a member of the Reichstag and a widely-read 
German author. Mittel-Europa is “the idea of an organized and 
close-knit Central Europe as one of the world-Powers of the 
future,” and is a “deeply-rooted aspiration of the German mind.” 
The federation to be created is to include Germany, Austria-Hun- 
gary, the Balkans, Turkey and such small neighboring states 
as may be induced to join. Germany is to be the leader, and 
eventually German kultur and language will prevail. While 
Austria and Germany are now bound together in the present war, 
it is the psychological moment for their closer economic union, 
which will be the nucleus of the greater federation, and the 
beginning of “Central Europe.” The volume is important as 
a study of German political aspirations. L. E. M. 
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Toyntee, Arnold. Nationality and the War. London 
Dent, 1915, 511 p. 

The author believes that Nationality has proved itself the 
dominant political factor in Europe and that to understand the 
War we must first understand the principle of Nationality. Thus 
he presents clearly and fairly the problems of Nationality in the 
waring countries and their relation to the world crisis. His chief 
purpose is to point out in considerable detail how the application 
of the principle of Nationality, on the assumption of an Entente 
victory, will alter present international boundaries. 

A. L. W. 
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